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A

C C ORDING TO MANY INFORMED OBSERVERS,
the Church is in the midst of the most serious crisis it has ever
undergone. More and more questions keep arising about what
really happened in 2013 with the surprising “resignation” of Benedict
XVI, his decision to remain on as “pope emeritus,” and thus the presence
of two popes living side-by-side. Why had the papacy of Benedict XVI
become a sign of contradiction? What was happening on the geopolitical
level? Who supported a “revolution” within the Catholic Church? Did,
in fact, Pope Benedict truly resign?
These are the questions Antonio Socci tries to answer, in what can
only be described as an exciting “thriller,” closely scrutinizing the facts,
along with the actions and words of Benedict XVI over the past six years,
and concluding that he remains pope, a fact that has as-yet-unexplored
consequences. In this compelling and well-documented work, Socci investigates the mysterious mission to which Benedict XVI has felt called
in service of the Church and the world. The author hypothesizes that
supernatural events may lie at the root of Benedict’s choice. In this vein,
the reader is directed to an ancient prophecy in need of deciphering in
relation to Benedict XVI, as well as a new, unpublished account of words
spoken by the Blessed Virgin Mary at Fatima, which concern not only
the Church but the whole world.
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Antonio socci, a native of Siena, is an Italian journalist and the director of the Perugia School of Journalism. His most recent books from
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