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Eucharistic Congresses are gatherings of all the faithful – clergy, religious and laity – which promote an awareness of the central place of the Eucharist in the life and mission of the Church. The last International Eucharistic Congress in England was held in 1908. The Congress in 2018, to be held in Liverpool, will be the first National Congress ever to be held in England and Wales.

For a long time there has been a real dearth in Catholic publishing on Eucharistic Congresses, the rich spiritual and theological material they produced over the years, and what it was like historically and personally to have been at them. Fr John Allen’s sparkling account of both aspects in his new book on this very theme is like manna from heaven for all those who have searched in vain for something on this subject, so essential to the Church’s Eucharistic tradition.

His writing style lends itself to such a diverse subject. Obviously with so many Congresses between 1952 and 2016 – and he has been at them all – you have to be selective. At a brisk pace and with just the right phrasing every time, he covers his ground like a professional tour guide who knows exactly what you will want to see and tells you just enough to maintain your interest. Partly journalese, partly spiritual reflection, his combination of the sacred and profane keeps you turning these pages in a compelling read.


Mgr John Allen  is a priest of the Diocese of Salford.                          
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